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and spoke highly of the old men who, having no bread to eat, did not ask for any.
And he said :
"These have done well, and we shall reward them. For it behoves that goodness be rewarded, and it is our bounden duty to pay the price of it, being as we are the first and foremost citizens of the city."
And when he finished speaking, the crowd of the general folk that stood under the platform clapped their hands.
But no sooner had they done applauding than Fra Giovanni lifted up his voice from the midst of the miserable, poverty-stricken band, and asked loudly :
" What is goodness ?"
At this great clamour arose in the assembly, and the Dean shouted:
" Who was it spoke ?"
And a red-haired man who was standing among the people, answered:
" It was a Monk, by name Giovanni, who is the disgrace of his Cloister. He goes naked through the streets, carrying his clothes on his head, and gives himself up to all sorts of extravagances."
Next a Baker spoke up and said:
" He is a madman or a miscreant! He begs his bread at the Bakers' doors."